
The Book of 

ACTS
SERIES INTRODUCTION

Acts is a little bit different than the other books of the New Testament, because it isn't a teaching book 
in the direct sense. This book primarily records the historical movements of the early Christian 
Church. However, this does not mean that there is not a multitude of spiritual wealth to be gained! 
This book is invaluable to Christians, especially in the setting of a new mission church like Living 
Savior. 

The Book of Acts shows historical examples of the early Apostles and Christians engaging the world 
into which Christ sent them. We are also called to engage our world. Christians have a positive 
influence on the people with whom they come into contact. Remember what Jesus said in Matthew 
5:13: “You are the salt of the earth.” Acts shows us, by way of many great examples, how God's 
Church is still salt to those around it.

The book will be broken up into twelve segments, each of them focusing on different themes and 
activities in the life of the early Church and the mission work of the Apostle Paul as they engaged the 
unbelieving world. Please read ahead and come with thoughtful questions and discussion points 
prepared to help move the study along!
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CHAPTERS 1-2:
LAUNCHING THE CHURCH

INTRODUCTION TO CHAPTERS 1 & 2:

In one sense, the ministry of Jesus was coming to an end. In another sense, the ministry of Jesus was 
now beginning. Although the time of our Lord's footprints upon this world had come to its, the time 
when the footprints of apostles and missionaries would cover the world had commenced. We know 
this as the era of the New Testament Church, an era in which we now live. This age spans the timeline 
of the world from Christ's resurrection to his second coming at the Judgment. 

But Jesus does not leave his disciples without help. As he had told them many times, he would remain
with them. Now also he would send out his Helper and theirs, the promised Holy Spirit, who would 
empower them to proclaim God's salvation to the ends of the earth. Simply put, he engages his people
with a purpose and with power so that they can engage people.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Read Acts 1:1-2.

AUTHOR:

DATE:

PURPOSE:

HOW IT FITS:

FOR STARTERS...
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What do you see as your purpose in life? Is there only one? Or might there be multiple?

What helps you along as you fulfill those various purposes of your lives?



What is the greatest “power” which Jesus gave to his disciples? How does that same “power” fuel 
God's people today?

After the disciples were engaged with “power,” how did Jesus engage them with a purpose?

What did the mission strategy of the early disciples look like? Any significance for us?

ACTS FACTS – 1:3-11
Following Jesus' resurrection, he gave the disciples ______________ __________ that he was _________ 

over a time period of ______ days. He also promised them that soon they would be _______________ with 

the _______ __________. 

The disciples thought that Jesus was going to ____________ the _____________ of Israel, but Jesus had 

other plans! He told them that they would be his ________________ in ________________, and in 

_________ and _______________, and all the way to the end of the __________. Then he ascended until a 

_________ hid him from the disciples. 

A pair of __________ then appeared to the disciples and promised them that _________ would someday 

_______________ the same way that he had gone up to _____________.

QUICK SKIM!
Acts 1:12-26



We're still driving with “power” steering! With what other awesome source of power does God equip 
the disciples? What does this look like today?

What “wonders of God” do you most want to declare to people?

How are some people always going to react when they hear about the wonders of God?

Answer the following questions in small groups:

Pick one adjective to describe Peter's sermon, then find as
many supporting passages in these verses as you can!

How did Peter engage the people who had gathered with God's Word? 

How will we in Blair, engaged with God's power and purpose, best engage people?

QUICK STUDY!
Acts 2:14-41

QUICK SKIM!
Acts 2:42-47

ACTS FACTS – 2:1-13
On the day of ________________, the disciples were together. A sound of ________ came, and ___________ 

of ________ rested upon them. They were filled with the ___________ and started ___________ in other 

_____________!

Other _______ from every ___________ were staying in _______________ and heard the commotion. When 

they came, they heard their own _______________ as the disciples _____________ the ____________ of God

to them! Some of the crowd actually thought, though, that the disciples were ___________.



CHAPTERS 3-5:
THE BOLDNESS OF THE APOSTLES

INTRODUCTION TO CHAPTERS 3-5:

God's people have been engaged both with power and with a purpose—to spread the Good News to 
all Creation. For many Christians, that power and purpose sit somewhat idly, tucked away into the 
back corners of their lives. Spreading those Gospel tidings can become an inconvenient or obligatory 
chore—and one which only occurs in rare circumstances.

The young missionary Timothy might have struggled with this very thing. When Paul wrote to him, 
he said, “For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-
discipline” (2 Timothy 1:7). We have been empowered by the Spirit to engage people boldly. In our 
chapters for today, we find Peter and the other Apostles entering their community in Jerusalem to 
proclaim God's Word confidently and with great boldness. 

FOR STARTERS...
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Seventeen seconds of personal reflection: Do I actively seek opportunities to share the message of 
salvation with others? 

Do I wait until others first ask me about my faith to say anything?

ACTS FACTS – 3:1-26
One day ___________ and __________ were going to the _____________ when they came upon a man who 

was _______________. He had been this way since ____________. The man asked them for ___________, 

but Peter had different ideas. In the name of __________, he ____________ the man, who then began to 

__________ and __________ about the temple courts! The people who saw this were filled with ___________

and ___________________.

When Peter saw the crowd that had gathered, he accused them of killing __________. He also told them that 

God ____________ him from the __________. By faith in the name of _________, the lame man was healed. 

Peter implored the people to _____________ of their sins and follow ____________, just as __________ had 

prophesied long before.



What did Peter do for the man who had been crippled from birth?  

Are Christians today able to help people in the same way that Peter did? 

What similarities can you find between Peter's sermon in Chapter 3 and the sermon we looked at last 
week in Chapter 2? What differences? What significance do you find in those?

Explain this statement: “Touching the life of one person with the gospel is like dropping a stone into a 
lake—it ripples.” How is this account evident of that?

Why would the message that Peter and John proclaimed cause such distress for the Jewish religious 
rulers? 

ACTS FACTS – 4:1-31
After this some Jewish rulers called the ____________________ had _________ and ________ thrown into 

prison. When questioned, __________ was filled with the ____________. He explained how those rulers had 

____________ Jesus of Nazareth, whom ________ then raised from the __________. The rulers commanded 

them not to __________ or __________ anymore in the __________ of Jesus and let them go.

Peter and John, however, went back to their own ___________ and _______________ everything. The 

believers ___________ to God for strength. Afterward, their meeting place was ____________. They were all 

___________ with the _________ ___________ to preach God's word ____________.



Why, according to verse 12, is it so important that Christians be bold with their gospel message?

What different reactions did people have to the miraculously healing? What can we expect as we 
boldly proclaim Jesus to people?

Answer the following questions with a partner:

How did the believers show their Christian love for each other?

Is Peter's reaction to Ananias and Sapphira a bit melodramatic? What was the real problem?
(see Matthew 6:16-18)

Respond: “The Lord assisted the disciples in their boldness with miraculous signs and wonders. 
How come he doesn't do that anymore in 2015?” (2 Timothy 3:14-17 might offer some assistance...)

QUICK STUDY!
Acts 4:32-5:16



Does it seem as though we might be entering an era of intolerance for biblical preaching and teaching?

What is Peter's bold response in verse 29? In what situations might we have to speak up similarly?

Even as the growing distaste for Christianity worsens, what wise words of Gamaliel might we keep in 
mind? How will that affect our work?

ACTS FACTS – 5:17-42
The high priest and the ________________ arrested the ______________ and put them in _________. At 

night, though, an __________ opened the __________ and brought them out. They entered the ___________ 

and began to __________ the people.

The next day the Jewish leaders sent for the _____________, but the _______________ did not find them 

there! They then heard that the ________ they put in ________ were back at the temple ___________. Again 

they brought the apostles before them and said, “We gave you strict ___________ not to __________ in this 

name.” But the apostles replied, “We must _________ God rather than _______!” 

A Pharisee named _____________ calmed things down. The apostles were _____________ and let go. They 

left the ________________, ________________ because they had been counted ____________ of suffering 

______________ for the sake of Jesus. They never stopped ______________ and _________________ that 

Jesus is the ________________.

“I don't have an outgoing personality, and I'm not very good at talking to people I don't know. How
can I be 'bold' like the Apostles?”



CHAPTERS 6-7:
Paying the Ultimate Price

INTRODUCTION TO CHAPTERS 6-7:

“Everybody has their price.” Perhaps you have heard this statement before. This phrase can refer to 
bribery. It can also refer to somebody abandoning their morals and integrity in favor of money or 
power or pleasure, as Al Pacino’s character Michael Corleone does in The Godfather. The basic tenet 
behind the phrase means that for some price, one that is different for each individual, everybody will 
eventually sacrifice their ideals to gain something else.

In the early Christian church, as it spread throughout the Roman Empire, many Christians essentially 
faced that dilemma. Was their Christian faith really worth the hardships that they faced? Was it better, 
perhaps, just to take the easy road and abandon their new life in Christ? Would they be willing to 
sacrifice their earthly lives in favor of the heavenly prize awaiting them? In today’s lesson, we hear of 
the first Christian martyr, a deacon of the Church named Stephen. He sets an incredible example for 
us today of guarding his faith and of running the race to completion as the first known martyr of the 
Christian Church. His story encourages us to engage our world no matter the cost.

FOR STARTERS...
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How many Christians (by estimate) are killed each year because of their faith? How many 
Christians are estimated to have been killed since the time of Christ?

ACTS FACTS – 6:1-7
As the number of _______________ continued growing, the Grecian Jews complained because their ________

were being __________________ in the daily __________________ of food. So the ____________ disciples 

decided to choose ___________ men who were known to be ________ of the Spirit to handle the responsibility 

of taking care of people's physical needs. They chose _____________, ___________, ________________, 

Nicanor, __________, _______________, and Nicholas from ________________, a ______________ to 

Judaism. And the word of God continued to spread.



Why did the Apostles choose deacons to serve the physical needs of the church? Was such work 
“below” them?

What qualifications were required for deacons? What does that say for today’s lay-person?

How did Stephen’s opponents wage war against him?

What are some ways that those not a part of the called ministry can aid the mission of the church 
today?

ACTS FACTS – 6:8-15
Now one of the deacons, _____________, was a man _______ of God's _________ and _________. He did 

great ____________ and _________________ signs. But some opposed him from the _______________ of 

the Freedmen. These men began to ___________ with Stephen, but could not __________ up against his 

___________ or the ___________ by whom he spoke. 

They persuaded some men to say that they had heard _____________ speaking words of _______________ 

against __________ and against God. They ___________ Stephen and brought him before the Sanhedrin. 

They produced _________ witnesses to testify against him. But all who sat there looked intently at Stephen, 

and they that his _________ was like that of an ___________.

What are some lies and “false witnesses” that seek to defame Christianity today? 



What aspects of Stephen’s history lesson strike you as 
important?

What is the main point of Stephen’s exposition of the history of the Israelites? 

READ ACTS 7:48-53

Why would Stephen’s words and Scripture in v.48-49 offend the religious leaders so much?

On what grounds does Stephen call these circumcised Jews “uncircumcised”? 

How does Stephen drive home for his hearers that main point of his long speech?

QUICK STUDY!
Acts 7:1-47

ACTS FACTS – 7:54-8:1
At the end of Stephen's speech, his listeners became ____________ and gnashed their _________ at him. But 

Stephen looked up to ___________ and saw the __________ of God, and __________ at God's __________ 

hand. He was _____________ out of the city, and the men began to __________ him. The _______________ 

out there laid their ____________ at the feet of a _________ man named ________. 

Stephen ____________, “Lord, _____________ my _________.” He then fell onto his ________ and cried 

out, “_________, do not hold this _______ against them.” Then Stephen fell ___________, as ________ gave

approval to his __________.



What did Stephen do to “seal his fate” at that meeting?

How did Stephen remain faithful to the end?

Thinking practically: what might we have to give up for the sake of proclaiming Christ?

What do the following passages say to Christians as they handle both persecution and persecutors?

• 2 Timothy 3:12 - 

• John 15:18 -

• Matthew 5:44 - 

• Romans 12:17-21 - 

• Philippians 1:12-14 - 



CHAPTERS 8-9:
Amazing Conversions

INTRODUCTION TO CHAPTERS 8 & 9:

It’s hard to comprehend what we cannot see. What is really going on in the sub-atomic world? How 
do we quantify something like love? Is Waldo even in this picture? In the spiritual realm when we are 
dealing with God and his deeds, that comprehension can grow even more limited and difficult. 

The Bible illustrates for today’s Christians many examples of conversions. We read about the external 
aspects of the occurrence. In the cases of Saul and the Ethiopian that we will read about today, we will 
certainly see some pretty spectacular stories unfold! But the truly miraculous aspect of a person’s 
conversion is one which we cannot witness or experience with our senses. This is the complete 
reversal of a human being’s soul as it turns from death to life. 

Yet what greater change exists in our world than this transition? That something which was dead is 
made alive does not happen in the natural world! This power comes only from God himself. What’s 
more is that he makes those who once were dead into his tools to accomplish that very purpose—to 
bring others from death to life. Christians now engage people to change lives in a way that nobody 
else in the world can—by making alive that which was dead!

FOR STARTERS...
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True or False: Some people are harder for the Holy Spirit to convert than others. 

True or False: I decided to be a believer.

ACTS FACTS – 8:1-8
On the day of Stephen's murder, a great ___________________ broke out against the ___________ at 

Jerusalem, and the _______________ were scattered throughout __________ and _____________. The man 

named ________ began to ____________ the church. 

One of the disciples named ___________ went to a city in _______________ and preached there. The crowds 

heard ___________ and saw the ___________________ signs he did. Many evil ____________ came out of 

____________, and many __________________ and cripples were _____________.



When did the great persecution break out against the church? What resulted from this?

What was Saul’s attitude toward God?

How did God turn persecution into a huge blessing?

Why might we consider the spread of the Gospel to Samaria an “improbable” occurrence?

Although Simon the Sorcerer was baptized, what was his big problem?

ACTS FACTS – 8:26-40
Philip met an _________________ eunuch along the road. The man was ______________ the book of the 

prophet ____________. Philip asked the eunuch, “Do you ________________ what you are ____________?”

But the Ethiopian did not, so he ______________ Philip to sit with him. Philip explained that ____________ 

of _________________ and told him the _________ ________ about Jesus. 

When they came to some ___________ the ____________ said, “Why shouldn't I be ______________?” He 

gave orders to stop the _______________. ___________ and the ____________ went down into the water, 

and Philip _________________ him. Then Philip was taken away by the _____________ of the Lord.

QUICK STUDY!
Acts 8:9-25



Whom did Philip meet and what difficulty was that man having?

How did Philip meet that man’s immediate need and turn it into a larger
opportunity?

True or false: We can divide believers into “categories” depending on their levels of faith.

ACTS FACTS – 9:1-31
Saul was on his way to _________________ to take believers there as _________________ back to the city of 

__________________. As he neared the city, suddenly a __________ from heaven ________________ 

around him. He heard a ____________ say, “_________, why do you __________________ me?” Saul 

asked, “Who are you, _________?” The voice replied, “I am __________, whom you are persecuting.” The 

men _________________ with Saul heard the ___________ but did not see anyone. When Saul got up, he 

was ___________, so he was led by __________ into Damascus. 

The Lord told a _______________ named _____________ to visit Saul and ______________ his sight. He 

also told Ananias that Saul was his _____________ instrument to __________ his name before the Gentiles 

and their __________ and the people of _____________. So Ananias found Saul and placed his hands on him.

Immediately, something like ____________ fell from Saul's ________, and he could _______ again. He got 

up and was ________________.

Saul began to _____________ in the _________________ that Jesus is the ________ of God. The ________ 

in the city ___________________ to kill him, but Saul was _______________ in a _____________ out an 

opening in the ________. Saul returned to _________________. The disciples were still afraid of him, but 

________________ explained how Saul had seen the Lord, and he became one of them.



On a scale of one to ten, where would you rate Saul’s willingness to become a Christian at the 
beginning of his trip to Damascus?

Describe the events of Saul’s journey to the Damascus. Why, after this, was Saul made to wait three 
days in Damascus?

What message was Ananias to bring to Saul? With what extra information does Acts 22:14-16 
supplement this account?

How does Saul show that a drastic change had taken place in his life?

Why was Saul such a prime candidate to be God’s first missionary exclusively to the Gentiles?

Consider especially here the account of Saul’s conversion as we read Ephesians 2:1-10:
 How much do unbelievers contribute to their conversions?

 Describe the minds and attitudes of those who have not yet come to faith.

 How do people come “alive”?

 Describe the minds and attitudes of those who have now come to faith.

 What lessons do we learn for our mission work as we are engaging the world around us?


