
FaithWorks 

Week 1: For Joy 

Weekly Summary: James shows us that a living and active faith sees blessing in hardship. In fact, faith in 

God even allows for us to rejoice and for faith to grow during suffering and pain. 

 

 

 

 

❖ Philippians 4:4 – Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!  

 

 

 

 

➢ Joy isn’t a ______________________. It’s a ______________________. 

 

 

 

❖ James 1:2 – Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds … 

 

➢ ηγέομαι = “hegeomai”  

 

 

❖ James 1:3 – … because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 

 

 

 

❖ James 1:4 – Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 

anything. 

 

 

 

❖ James 1:1 – James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes scattered among 

the nations: Greetings. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

➢ Real joy is wrapped up in _________________. 

 

❖ James 1:5 – If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding 

fault, and it will be given to you. 

 

 

➢ Faith ____________. Faith ____________. Faith ______________. 

 

Homework:   

1)  On a blank piece of paper, write down the trial(s) robbing you of your joy. 

2)  Fill up the rest of the page with Bible passages and blessings that thing can never take away  

 (Psalm 103 is a great place to start!). 

3) Pray that God would give you wisdom to learn perseverance in your trials and to hold onto your

 “pure joy” through them. 

 

Digging Deeper 

1. What were some of the simple things that gave you joy as a child. Why did you think you were able to 

find so much joy in them? (Or ask the same questions about your kids!) 

2. What blessings do you find joy in today? Is it the same kind of joy you felt as a child? What do you think 

causes the difference? 

3. Does having the “pure joy” of James preclude you from feeling any of the negative emotions? Why or 

why not? 

4. 1 Peter 1:3-7 speaks about trials and joy in language similar to our lesson from James. How do his 

comments further prove the benefits of trial in the Christian’s life? 

5. Evaluate: Whoever expects temporary things to last forever will eventually be bitter towards God. 

6. Read Paul’s famous words from Philppians 4:4-7, 11-13. How does Paul exemplify the “mature” Christian 

that James wrote about in today’s message? 

7. Why do we sometimes hesitate to put in the “hard work” of faith? What are some of the hang-ups that 

cause your doubts about the hard work of joy? 

8. Homework: Read James 1:13-18 to start thinking ahead to next week’s FaithWorks message. 

9. Challenge: See the above homework from the end of today’s message, and take the task seriously! 

Your pastor speaks from experience when he says that you will be blessed through it. 


