
Dysfunctional Family Tree 

Week 1 – Scandalous 

 

Weekly Summary: Matthew begins his gospel history of Jesus in the most exciting way possibly … with a 

genealogy! He literally recites a long list of Jesus’ ancestors. Curiously, though, we aren’t confronted with 

a pedigree of saints and heroes. Instead we find a list of sinners and people whose stories could make 

roses blush. It might seem odd for Matthew to kick off the story of Jesus that way … so what’s the point? 

That Jesus came to save sinners and outsiders—including you! 

 

 

 

❖ Matthew 1:1 – This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham: 

 

 

 

❖ Matthew 1:2-6 – Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah 

and his brothers, 3 Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar, Perez the father of 

Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram, 4 Ram the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, 

Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5 Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz the father 

of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of King David. David 

was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Matthew 9:9a – As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s 

booth. 

 

 

❖ Matthew 9:9b – “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. 

 

❖ Matthew 9:10-11 – While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners 

came and ate with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why 

does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 

 

 



❖ Matthew 9:12 – On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 

 

 

❖ Matthew 9:13 – But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come 

to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

 

➢ Big Idea: Bad apples aren’t just a ___________ of the Christmas story. They’re the _____________ of it. 

 

❖ Isaiah 1:18 – “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as 

crimson, they shall be like wool.” 

➢ Jesus isn’t __________________________ by sinners. Sinners are _______________________ by Jesus. 

❖ Matthew 1:18-21 – This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged 

to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the 

Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful 

to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to 

public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of 

David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 

wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give 

him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 

from their sins.” 

 

 

Digging Deeper 

1. Think about your family tree. Do you have any ancestors or relatives you love talking about? Do you 

have any that you conveniently forget to mention? 

2. Who are the most despised characters in modern society? Which ones wouldn’t Jesus spend time with? 

3. Read Matthew 9:9-13. Why didn’t Jesus expect Matthew to change, repent, and clean things up first 

before extending an invitation to follow him? 

4. Jesus seems to be OK mixing it up with sinners. How does Jesus model a godly life without having to 

remove oneself from the company of sinners? 

5. Jesus makes a statement about the healthy and the sick. Would you consider yourself more “healthy” 

or “sickly”? 

6. Why is it pointless to try earning God’s forgiveness? How does this make Christianity and Jesus so 

accessible to all people of all backgrounds? 

7. Read John 8:2-11. How does this story help to bolster what we’ve learned today? 

8. Challenge: Ask yourself if there are any “sinners” you think you need to avoid. What does this reveal 

about your heart? 

9. Homework: Read Genesis 38 to prepare for next week’s lesson on Jesus’ Dysfunctional Family Tree. 


