
Encounters with the Christ 

Week 1: The Doctor Is In 

 

Weekly Summary: Jesus Christ has made a bigger impact on religion than any other individual in history. 

How ironic, then, that during Jesus’ lifetime, the religious folks wanted nothing to do with him! Meanwhile, 

many religious outcasts flocked to Jesus’ side. Jesus explained why while eating dinner at the home of his 

newest disciple. He hadn’t come for people who are spiritually healthy. He came for those who are sick! 

 

 

 

❖ Luke 7:27-30 – After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax 

booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got up, left everything and followed him. 29 Then Levi 

held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others were eating 

with them. 30 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to 

his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” 

 

 

 

 

❖ Luke 7:31-32 – Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32 I have 

not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 

 

 

 

❖ Big Problem: Sin is pandemic—and ________ are fatally ill with it.  

 

 

 

❖ Matthew 9:13a – “Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not 

sacrifice.’” 

 

 

 

 

❖ Jesus’ Bold Claim: There is only ________ doctor who can heal you. 

 

 

 

 



 

❖ Luke 7:28 – … Levi got up, left everything and followed him. 

 

 

 

❖ Luke 7:29 – Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors 

and others were eating with them. 

 

 

 

❖ Big Solution: Jesus _________________ us with his holiness. 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ 2 Corinthians 5:21 – God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become 

the righteousness of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework for the Upcoming Week 

1. Do you tend to approach God more like a “sinner” or more like a Pharisee? Why is that? 

2. Is there a difference between accepting sin and accepting sinners who need Jesus? Why or why not? 

3. How do you try to prove that you’re “not a bum”? What’s the underlying implication behind the need 

to prove this? 

4. What happens if we turn the primary message and work of Jesus into a “How To” Manual? What crucial 

elements of the Gospel get lost? 

5. What makes someone a “disciple” or “follower” of Christ? Why is this different than the normal way we 

might view “religious devotion”?  

Next Steps 

1. Share today’s message with a friend or family member who you think might benefit from hearing it.  

2. Read John 2:1-11 in preparation for next week’s message from our new series Encounters with the 

Christ. Invite three friends to enjoy the “encounters” of this series with you at Living Savior! 

3. Pray twice each day (waking up and going to bed?) to confess your sin and your soul’s sickness before 

God. Ask him for healing and for a heart like Levi’s, which “leaves behind” everything else you might 

look toward for your soul’s remedy, so that you now look only to Jesus. 


