
FaithWorks 

Week 11: Patiently 

Weekly Summary: Every farmer knows his seeds won’t grow in a day, and every wise Christian knows God 

doesn’t fulfill all of his promises right away. Faith waits patiently in this sin-darkened world for the dawn of 

heaven’s light to appear. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ James 5:7a – Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. 

 

 

❖ James 5:7 – Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for 

the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains. 

 

❖ James 5:8 – You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. 

 

➢ μακροθυμέω – “makrothumew” 

 

 

 

➢ Faith can be patient because ____________________ is on the ____________________. 

 

 

❖ James 5:9 – Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge 

is standing at the door! 

 

 

 

➢ Grumbling says: “I want heaven ________, and it’s your _______________ I don’t have it.” 

 

 

❖ Colossians 3:13 – Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against 

someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 



 

❖ James 5:10 – Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets 

who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

 

 

 

❖ James 5:11a – As you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of 

Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. 

 

 

 

➢ Perseverance: “pushing through what’s _____________ to get to the ________________________” 

 

 

 

❖ James 5:11b – The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. 

 

 

 

➢ The Lord’s ____________ goodness gives us the certainty of his 

___________________ goodness. 

 

Digging Deeper 

1. Can you give other examples of how our culture is addicted to speed?  

2. When do you find yourself getting impatient? Does that “need for now” reveal anything about you (or 

our culture)?  

3. If you’re waiting for something really good or important to you, does it make the waiting easier or more 

difficult? Why? And what does this teach us about waiting for heaven? 

4. Why is grumbling—not forgiveness—the default reaction of people? Why does that change when Jesus 

enters the picture? 

5. What were some times in your life when you needed Jesus to be patient with you? What strikes you 

personally about the patience Jesus has shown you? 

6. What was noteworthy about the patient waiting of the prophets? How is our waiting today similar? 

7. What’s the difference between persevering and merely surviving? Explain how perseverance is a 

learned Christian characteristic? 

8. Do you have a life experience you would like to share of a time when God taught you perseverance? 

9. Jesus is coming back. Which aspect of life in heaven do you find most uplifting? What earthly struggles 

will you be happiest to leave behind? 

10. Challenge: Forgive somebody you’ve been grumbling against! Ask yourself to whom you can show 

more patience in your life. 

11. Homework: Read James 5:13-20 to start thinking ahead to next week’s final FaithWorks message. 


