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Week 12: To Build Community 

Weekly Summary: James concludes his letter with a strong cry for Christian community! One Christian may 

be strong, but a biblical community of God’s people is far more effective. May we seek to build a 

community here which lives out its faith in good deeds and love! 

 

 

 

➢ ________________ are easy. ______________________ is hard.  

 

 

 

 

❖ James 5:13-15a – Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing 

songs of praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them 

and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick 

person well; the Lord will raise them up. 

 

➢ _____________________________ builds community. 

 

➢ _____________________________ destroys compassion. 

 

 

 

 

➢ _____________________________ builds community. 

❖ James 5:15b-16 – If they have sinned, they will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to each other 

and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and 

effective. 

 

 

➢ _______________ destroys confession. 

 

 

 

 

❖ James 5:17-18 – Elijah was a human being, even as we 

 are. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did 

not rain on the land for three and a half years. 18 Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and 

the earth produced its crops. 

 



 

 

 

➢ __________________________ builds community. 

❖ James 5:19-20 – My brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should 

bring that person back, 20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of their way will save 

them from death and cover over a multitude of sins. 

 

 

➢ __________________________ destroys correction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

➢ ___________________ creates community. 

 

 

 

 

 

Digging Deeper 

1. Have your past churches been cliquey or a true community of believers? What problems accompany 

cliques in church? 

2. What are some extra blessings of community that we didn’t discuss in today’s message? 

3. Let’s read 1 Corinthians 12:12-27. How do Paul’s famous words to the Corinthians reinforce today’s 

message? 

4. What happens if just one person in a community/family doesn’t have compassion? 

5. What happens if just one person in a community/family doesn’t join in confession? 

6. What happens if just one person in a community/family goes without correction when correction is 

needed? 

7. How does each of the following Proverbs passages strengthen what we’ve learned about community: 

Proverbs 9:8, 17:17, and 12:18? 

8. Agree/Disagree: Pride is the #1 threat to the key components of community. 

9. Challenge: Consider what you might do better in the future to help foster community in your church! 

10. Homework: In preparation for next week’s message from our new series Money Matters, write out a list 

of everything God gives his people (physical blessings/abilities/spiritual gifts/etc.).  


