
Paul 

Week 2: High Stakes – Acts 14:8-20 

Weekly Summary: Our mission as God’s workers is to turn people away from what is worthless, so that they 

can see and know the goodness of the living God. But in our mission to help, we also open ourselves up 

to hurt. Jesus tells us that rejection and ridicule “come with the territory.” For those who engage in God’s 

mission for them, the hurt will come! And when it does, we press onward. Not for our own sake, but for 

everyone whose eternity God will change through our work. 

 

 

 

 

The 3 Rs (Responses) 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

 

❖ Acts 14:8-10 – In Lystra there sat a man who was lame. He had been that way from birth and had never 

walked. 9 He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul looked directly at him, saw that he had faith to 

be healed 10 and called out, “Stand up on your feet!” At that, the man jumped up and began to walk. 

 

 

❖ Acts 14:11-13 – When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian language, 

“The gods have come down to us in human form!” 12 Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called 

Hermes because he was the chief speaker. 13 The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, 

brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates because he and the crowd wanted to offer sacrifices to 

them. 

 

❖ Acts 14:14-17 – But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore their clothes and 

rushed out into the crowd, shouting: 15 “Friends, why are you doing this? We too are only human, like 

you. We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the living God, 

who made the heavens and the earth and the sea and everything in them. 16 In the past, he let all 

nations go their own way. 17 Yet he has not left himself without testimony: He has shown kindness by 

giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of food and fills 

your hearts with joy.” 

❖ Acts 14:18 – Even with these words, they had difficulty keeping the crowd from sacrificing to them. 

❖ Acts 14:19 – Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowd over. They stoned 

Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he was dead. 

 



❖ John 15:18, 20-21 – “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. … 20 Remember what I 

told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master. ’If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. 

If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. 21 They will treat you this way because of my 

name, for they do not know the one who sent me.” 

 

 

❖ Acts 14:15 – “ … We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the 

living God …” 

➢ Our Goal: To turn people from the _______________________ to the ________________________. 

 

➢ “worthless” = ματαίος 

 

 

➢ Key Idea: ________________ and _______________________ often walk hand-in-hand. 

 

❖ Acts 14:20 – But after the disciples had gathered around him, he got up and went back into the city. 

The next day he and Barnabas left for Derbe. 

 

➢ No matter what happens, you’re walking out at the end a ____________________. 

 

 

❖ 2 Timothy 4:8 – Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which 

the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only 

to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 

 

 

 

 

Homework for the Upcoming Week 

1. How is doing mission work a little like riding a rollercoaster? What are some ups you’ve experienced? 

What are some of the downs? Why should we be cautious about letting the “rollercoaster emotions” 

drive our faithfulness in carrying out God’s mission through our hands? 

2. What are some of the “worthless” things you find yourself pursuing? What are some of our society’s 

favorite “worthless” gods? What are some of the things we wrongly expect them to save us from? 

3. How can you use what we learned today about “worthless” and “Wonderful” to initiate conversations 

with people about their false “gods” and the True God? 

4. Read 2 Corinthians 11:16 – 12:10. What spiritual danger might we face when we suffer to bring the 

gospel to others? Where was all Paul’s hope placed? Why must we always remember this? 

Next Steps 

1. Share today’s message with a friend or family member who you think might benefit from hearing it.  

2. Read Acts 17:16-34 to prepare for next week’s message from our series: Paul.  

3. Make a list of friends and family members who need to hear the good news of Jesus … and share it 

with them! 


