
Earthly Stories, Divine Truth 

Week 3: The Good Samaritan 

Weekly Summary: Whether we’re dealing with speed limits, relationships, or tax laws, human nature likes 

to find the “minimal acceptable standard of compliance.” We do what we must to keep out of trouble 

… without inconveniencing ourselves too much in the meantime! Our love and obedience for God and 

neighbor are no exception. Fortunately, when we give half-hearted and minimal efforts, God still goes to 

the max for us. And, in doing so, he also shows us what real love means. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Luke 10:25 – On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. 

 “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

 

 

❖ Luke 10:26-27 – “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 27 He answered, “‘Love 

the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your 

mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

 

❖ Luke 10:28 – “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 

 

 

 

❖ Luke 10:29 – But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

 

➢ “minimal acceptable standard of compliance” 

 

 

 

❖ Luke 10:30-32 – In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was 

attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 
31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on 

the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other 

side. 

 

❖ Luke 10:33 – But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he 

took pity on him. 

 



 

 

 

❖ Luke 10:34-35 – He went to him and bandaged his wounds, 

pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own 

donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The 

next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the 

innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will 

reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 

 

 

 

❖ Luke 10:36-37a – “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands 

of robbers?” 37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 
 

 

 

➢ Perfect love goes to _________ lengths _________ the time for _________ people. 

 

 

 

❖ Luke 10:37b – Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

 

 

 

 

 

➢ Big Idea: Jesus is the ____________ Samaritan, who rescues the _______________ of people. 

 

 

 

➢ Old Question of the Law: “How ___________ I show love today?” 

 

New Question of the Gospel: “How ___________I show love today?” 

 

 

Digging Deeper 

1. What are some times you can think of from the past week when you failed to show “Samaritan love” 

for a close family member? A friend? A coworker? A stranger? 

2. Are there people whom you feel aren’t worthy of your love? What is true about that … and what isn’t? 

3. What problem will you always run into when looking for righteousness from God’s law? Why do you 

think we are still tempted to do this?  

4. Why is the obedience of love far superior to the obedience of fear? Can you think of any real-life 

examples of each? How does that change your perspective of God’s commands for you? 

5. Detail some of the ways Jesus followed the commands to “love God” and “love neighbor” whole-

heartedly. Why is this so comforting in the scope of the Gospel? 

Challenge: Moving forward, consider how you might better use your opportunities each day to show 

“Samaritan love” to your neighbors. 

Homework: Please read Luke 15:11-32 to get ready for our last two messages from this series on the 

parables of Jesus called Earthly Stories, Divine Truth. 


