
Encounters with the Christ 

Week 3: Examining the Evidence 

Weekly Summary: Everybody doubts. Even John the Baptist, the prophet who served as God’s forerunner 

to Jesus, experienced doubts! Doubts will happen, so the question to ask is this: What will you do with your 

doubts? In our lesson today, Jesus invites John the Baptist—and us—to examine the evidence and see for 

ourselves whether he is fully worthy of our trust and love! 

 

 

 

 

❖ Luke 7:18-20 – John’s disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of them, 19 he sent them to 

the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?” 20 When the 

men came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, 

or should we expect someone else?’” 

 

 

 

 

❖ Point: Doubt your _______________. 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Luke 7:21-22 – At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and 

gave sight to many who were blind. 22 So he replied to the messengers, “Go back and report to John 

what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are 

cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor.” 

 

 

❖ Isaiah 35:5-6 – Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 6 Then 

will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. 

 

❖ Isaiah 61:1 – The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to proclaim 

good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the 

captives and release from darkness for the prisoners. 

 

 



 

❖ Key Idea: Let the _______________________ speak for itself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Luke 7:23 – “Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.” 

 

 

 

❖ Point: Experience ___________________ in the real Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

Homework for the Upcoming Week 

1. What are some doubts you have about the Bible’s teachings (about God, creation, heaven/hell, 

salvation, etc.)?  

2. What internal factors (your ideas, experiences, beliefs, etc.) might contribute to these doubts? What 

external factors may also be in play? 

3. Why is it beneficial for us to remember that many of the greatest figures in the Bible also experienced 

doubts and went through struggles? 

4. Honestly search your heart. What expectations of Jesus do you have that either aren’t in the Bible at 

all, or possibly even contradict what Jesus teaches? 

5. What does the evidence of Jesus teach you about him? Write up a list of things you learn about Jesus 

simply based on the evidence of his life and of the early Christian Church. 

6. What are some blessings you experience through your faith in Jesus? (Or, if you aren’t a Christian, what 

might you be missing out on?) 

 

Next Steps 

1. Share today’s message with a friend or family member who you think might benefit from hearing it.  

2. Read Matthew 15:21-28 in preparation for next week’s message from our series Encounters with the 

Christ.  

3. Invite three friends to enjoy the “encounters” of this series with you at Living Savior! 

4. Say a prayer each morning that you would put your doubts to rest by anchoring your life in the power, 

the goodness, and the love of your Savior Jesus. 


