
Earthly Stories, Divine Truth 

Week 4: The Man Who Had Two Sons (Act I) 

Weekly Summary: When you look into your past, are you proud or ashamed? Full of self-love or full of self-

loathing? In Jesus’ famous “Parable of the Lost Son,” he actually addresses both types. In the first half of 

this divine story, Jesus teaches us that no matter who we are and what we’ve done, we have a Father in 

heaven who welcomes us home with open arms and a royal celebration. No strings attached! 

 

 

 

 

➢ Every heart contains a mixture of _________________ and 

_________________. 

 

❖ Luke 15:1-2 – Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But the 

Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

 

 

❖ Luke 15:11 – “There was a man who had two sons. 

 

 

❖ Luke 15:12 – The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided 

his property between them. 

 

 

❖ Luke 15:13 – Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country 

and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 

 

 

❖ Luke 15:14-16 – After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and 

he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him 

to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no 

one gave him anything. 

 

❖ Luke 15:17-20a – When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have 

food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to 

him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your 

son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father. 

 

 

 



 

❖ Luke 15:20b-23 – But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion 

for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 21 The son said to him, ‘Father, I 

have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the 

father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and 

sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 

 

 
❖ Luke 15:24 – For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began 

to celebrate.” 

 

 

 

 

➢ When it comes to his love for you, God is truly _______________________. 

 

 

 

 

❖ 1 John 3:1a – See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of 

God! 

 

 

 

 

➢ Haddon Robinson: "With [God] the calf is always the fatted calf; the robe is always the best robe; 

the joy is unspeakable; and the peace passes understanding. There is no grudging in God's 

goodness. He does not measure His goodness by drops...It comes to us in floods.” 

 

 

 

 

Digging Deeper 

1. Consider the role that pride and shame play in your life. How does shame often lead to deeper pride? 

And vice versa? 

2. How do you think you would have reacted to your child’s return if they had greatly disrespected you 

and caused tremendous pain? Why? 

3. In many ways, this parable is the story of humanity and the story of the whole Bible. How so? 

4. The concept of “home” is a powerful one in this parable. In what ways do all human beings live life 

looking for “home”? What does Scripture say is the solution to this longing? Read Isaiah 25:6-9. 

5. Read Psalm 130. What keywords or phrases bolster what we learned today? How does this set the 

Lord’s love apart from human love? 

6. How is the prodigal nature of your Father’s love shown to you? (Remember: “prodigal” means 

“recklessly extravagant”) 

7. What role does repentance play in all this? Does that make repentance a work we do to earn God’s 

love and forgiveness? 

8. Do longtime Christians and religious people have the Father’s attitude toward the “younger brothers” 

of our world? Do you? 


