
FaithWorks 

Week 5: When Faith Works 

Weekly Summary: Lots of people claim to believe in God, but James reminds us that even the Devil does 

that! A living and active faith proves its authenticity by what it does. Saving faith works! 

 

 

 

 

❖ James 2:14 – What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? 

Can such faith save them? 

 

❖ James 2:15-16 – Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to 

them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what 

good is it? 

 

❖ James 2:17 – In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 

 

 

 

➢ “Faith” that is ____________________ is _____________________. 

 

 

❖ Matthew 7:17, 20-21 – “Likewise, every good tree bears good 

fruit … 20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. 21 Not 

everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom 

of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who 

is in heaven.” 

 

➢ Big Idea: Real faith _____________! 

 

❖ James 2:18 – But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith without deeds, 

and I will show you my faith by my deeds. 

 

 

❖ James 2:19 – You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. 

 

 

❖ James 2:20-23 – You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? 21 Was 

not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the 

altar? 22 You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete 

by what he did. 23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited 

to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend. 

 



❖ James 2:24 – You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone. 

 

 

 

❖ Ephesians 2:8-10 – For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, 

it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created 

in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

 

 

 

 

❖ James 2:26 – As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

➢ When it comes to sin, fake faith ___________ it, ___________ it, doesn’t _____________ it, and plans to 

______________ it. 

 

 

 

 

 

Digging Deeper 

1. Based on James’ words today, do you have real faith? Why or why not? 

2. Study 2 Corinthians 5:14-15. How do Paul’s words here perfectly complement James’ message? 

3. Does today’s message mean that Christians are supposed to nitpick sin every time they see it in another 

Christian? What are Christians called to do for their brothers and sisters in Jesus when it comes to sin? 

4. We skipped James 2:25 during this week’s reading. Read it now, and then read the story of Rahab in 

Joshua 2. How was Rahab considered righteous in what she did? 

5. Just because someone says and does the right things, does that automatically mean he or she has a 

genuine faith? What must Christians be careful to guard themselves against as we try to care for each 

other’s faith-lives? 

6. Based on what we’ve heard today, is a Christian the best judge of his or her own faith? Why or why 

not? 

7. Homework: Read James 3:1-12 to start thinking ahead to next week’s FaithWorks message. 

8. Challenge: Do you know someone you’re worried might have a fake faith? If so, share this message 

with them (in person or via podcast) before they stand face-to-face before Jesus without saving faith. 


