
Earthly Stories, Divine Truth 

Week 5: The Man Who Had Two Sons (Act II) 

Weekly Summary: When you look into your past, are you proud or ashamed? Full of self-love or full of self-

loathing? In Jesus’ famous “Parable of the Lost Son,” he actually addressed both types. In the second part 

of this divine story, Jesus addresses those whose lives appeared moral and dedicated to the Father. But 

no matter how religious one might seem, all are hopelessly lost and are in need of God’s grace.  

 

❖ Luke 15:11-24 – “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give 

me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 13 Not long after that, the 

younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in 

wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he 

began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to 

his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no 

one gave him anything. 17 When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 

servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father 

and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be 

called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father. But 

while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his 

son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 21 The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 

heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his 

servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 
23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead 

and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.” 

 

 

❖ Luke 15:1-2 – Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But the 

Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

 

➢ Whether you have chosen the ______________________ path or the ______________________ one, both 

are dead ends! 

 

 

❖ Luke 15:25-27 – “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard 

music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your 

brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back 

safe and sound.’ 

 

❖ Luke 15:28-30 – The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and 

pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and 

never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my 

friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, 

you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 

 

 



❖ Luke 15:31-32 – ‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But 

we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was 

lost and is found.’” 

 

 

 

➢ We must not only repent of what we do _________________, but also of what we do _______________. 

 

 

 

➢ Symptoms of “Older Brother Syndrome”: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

➢ _______________ is the true Elder Brother, who left his Father’s house to find the lost ones. 

 

 

 

 

 

Digging Deeper 

1. How would you react or feel if confronted with the following situations: 

a. A homeless woman comes inside for coffee and snacks on Sunday morning 

b. A known murderer, now freed from prison, sits next to you during the worship service 

c. The person who hurt you the most in life came to your doorstep asking for forgiveness 

2. Think about the “older brother” symptoms we looked at during today’s message. Which do you 

struggle with the most? Are there other symptoms we might add to the list? 

3. Consider the story of Ray that we heard. Where did his heart problems come from? What common 

problem does he have with the Pharisee from Luke 18:9-12? 

4. Why do many “younger brothers” turn into “older” ones? Are there any false thoughts for you to 

beware of here? 

5. How does this parable bridge the divide between the irreligious and the very religious? Open your 

Bibles to read Romans 3:19 and Galatians 3:28. 

6. Does all this mean that matters of church attendance, religious devotion, and obedience to God are 

unimportant or trivial? Why, or why not? 

7. Do we struggle with an older brother mentality as a church? Why would you answer that way? 

Regardless of your assessment, what does James 2:1-4 teach us about this? 

8. What might we as a mission church do differently to reach out to “younger” and “older” brothers alike? 

Homework: Read Matthew 27:1-5 to prepare for the first message in our series Jesus’ Enemies Give Great 

Sermons next week! 


