
FaithWorks 

Week 7: For Humility 

Weekly Summary: What causes so many fights in our lives and breaks down community? Selfish pride—

that’s what! James warns his fellow Christians about the dangers of pride and the blessings of humility in 

this lesson! 

 

 

 

 

❖ James 3:13 – Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds 

done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 

 

 

 

❖ James 3:14 – But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or 

deny the truth. 

 

 

 

 

 

➢ Envy: “God _________ me, so I __________ you.” 

 

❖ James 3:15-16 – Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 
16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. 

 

 

 

 

❖ Mark 8:33 – But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, 

Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 

➢ To prioritize my concerns over God’s concerns is ___________________. 

 

 

 

❖ James 3:17-18 – But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, 

considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18 Peacemakers who sow 

in peace reap a harvest of righteousness. 

 



 

 

❖ James 4:1a – What causes fights and quarrels among you? 

 

 

 

➢ Blame gives away control of your _____________________. 

 

 

❖ James 4:1-2a – What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that 

battle within you? 2 You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you 

want, so you quarrel and fight. 

 

➢ In every personal conflict, you aren’t getting what you ____________. 

 

 

 

❖ James 4:2b – You do not have because you do not ask God. 

 

❖ James 4:3 – When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may 

spend what you get on your pleasures. 

 

 

 

 

 

➢ Pray: “God, here’s what I __________. Is it what you ___________?” 

 

 

 

Digging Deeper 

1. Describe what conflict looks like in your family. How does it start? How does it grow worse? 

2. How do you tend to respond to conflict? Do you bring peace? Or throw gas on the fire? Why? 

3. Read James 4:1 again. Is there any reasonable argument against this logic? Why do we so often resist 

the truth of this verse? 

4. Read James 4:2. What are you killing when you don’t get what you want? Does conflict usually give 

you what you were looking for? 

5. Why do we try to squeeze out of other people (family, friends, etc.) the things that only God can 

provide? What would happen if you went to God first? What impact would it have on your heart? On 

your family? 

6. Read the story of King Ahab and Naboth in 1 Kings 21:1-16. How does this story help illustrate the point 

of today’s message? 

7. Evaluate this quote by C.S. Lewis: “Humility is not thinking less of yourself, but thinking of yourself less.” 

8. Homework: Read James 4:4-10 to start thinking ahead to next week’s FaithWorks message. 


