
Encounters with the Christ 

Week 7: Grace and Truth – John 8:2-11 

 

Weekly Summary: People tend to look for one of two “gods.” They either want the “god” who loves and 

approves of everyone and everything, or they want the “god” who condemns the people they consider 

unworthy. We tend to look for God to be full of love and acceptance or to be full of truth and justice. But 

when Jesus was presented with a case that seemed to require allegiance to truth or allegiance to love, 

he broke the mold. Jesus shows us that God is both full of truth and full of love! 

 

 

 

 

 

➢ People want their church to either feel the ___________, or feel the __________. 

 

 

 

❖ John 1:14 – The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory 

of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

 

➢ Key Idea: Jesus never gave up ____________. Jesus never watered down _____________. 

 

 

❖ John 8:2-6a – At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around 

him, and he sat down to teach them. 3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman 

caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group 4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman 

was caught in the act of adultery. 5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what 

do you say?” 6 They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. 

 

 

 

❖ John 8:6b – But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 

 

 



❖ John 8:7-11a – When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one 

of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on 

the ground. 9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only 

Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, 

where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 11 “No one, sir,” she said. 

 

❖ John 8:11b – “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” 

 

 

 

➢ The Problem: Letting go of grace is ____________________.  

   Letting go of truth is _____________________. 

 

 

➢ Letting go of either grows out of a lack of ______________ in 

God. 

 

 

 

❖ Matthew 11:19 – “The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a glutton and a 

drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’” 

 

 

➢ Full commitment to grace and truth will invite ______________________. 

 

 

 

Homework for the Upcoming Week 

1. What are some truths that God gives us in the Bible which our culture finds offensive, ridiculous, or too 

simple? Read 1 Corinthians 1:18 – 2:16. How does the Apostle Paul respond? 

2. Make a list of five ways you’re tempted to give up grace in your life (possibly ways that you already 

have done this). Next, make a list of five ways you’re tempted to water down the truth. 

3. Page through John’s Gospel. What were some other times when Jesus showed his commitment to both 

grace and truth, even when it made him unpopular? 

 

Next Steps 

1. Share today’s message with a friend or family member who you think might benefit from hearing it.  

2. Read Matthew 27:11-26 & Luke 23:1-25 to prepare for next week’s message from our series Encounters 

with the Christ.  

3. Invite three friends to enjoy our Palm Sunday “encounter” with Jesus next Sunday! 


